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PERSPECTIVA TEOLÓGICA ADERE A UMA LICENÇA CREATIVE COMMONS

JESUS’ TEMPTATIONS NARRATIVE AND ITS IMPLICATIONS

FOR TODAY’S CHRISTIANITY: A THEOLOGICAL

INTERPRETATION

A Narrativa das Tentações de Jesus e as suas Implicações para o Cristianismo 

ABSTRACT: Jesus’
the Christian 

Christianity, this narrative has 
lessons still hold

highlights the humans’ daily moral trials 
and presents Jesus’ disposition in the trials as a model for resolutions of ethical 

KEYWORDS: -

RESUMO: A narrativa das tentações de Jesus constitui um princípio fundamental 
das doutrinas cristãs, elucidando a provação de Jesus no deserto, onde o diabo o 
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Introduction

A
publicly adopted and presented as the beloved son, the Spirit at once led 

people,

The temptations narrative is one of the fundamental doctrines of Christian-

-
rative’s pertinence amid the pervasive and unbounded pursuit of material 

characterized 
The 

os primórdios do cristianismo, esta narrativa tem sido objeto de interpretações 
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1 
Narrative

-

is drenched in Old Testament theological themes, imagery, and dialogue 

Jesus’ 
temptations 

Jesus’ temptations narrative is found in the three synoptic gospels (Mat-

agreement among the synoptic gospels, namely (a) the Spirit led Jesus, 

Quelle (Q) source, 
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-

2 The Synoptic Account of Jesus’ Temptations 

Mathew 4:1-11

1 

-
derness to be tempted of 

-
ed forty days and forty 

came to him, he said, 
If thou be the Son of 
God, command that these 

shall not live by bread 

Luke 4:1-13

 And Jesus being full of the 
Holy Ghost returned from Jor-

 Being forty days tempted of 

 And the devil said unto him, 
If thou be the Son of God, 
command this stone that it be 

shall not live by bread alone, 

 And the devil, taking him up 

Mark 1:12-13

 And immediately the 
spirit driveth him into the 

-
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3 Detailed Analysis

that proceedeth out of the 

him up into the holy city, 
-

nacle of the temple,

thou be the Son of God, 

angels charge concerning 
thee: and in their hands 
they shall bear thee up, 
lest at any time thou dash 

shalt not tempt the Lord 

-
ing high mountain, and 

-

him, Get thee hence, Sa-

thy God, and him only 

him, and, behold, angels 
came and ministered unto 

unto him all the kingdoms of 

 And the devil said unto him, 

and the glory of them: for that 

unto him, Get thee behind 

thy God, and him only shalt 

 And he brought him to 
Jerusalem, and set him on a 
pinnacle of the temple, and 
said unto him, If thou be the 

from hence:

his angels charge over thee, to 
keep thee:

 And in their hands they shall 
bear thee up, lest at any time 
thou dash thy foot against a 

unto him, It is said, Thou shalt 

ended all the temptation, he 
departed from him for a season
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by the S

term 

broadening the semantic scope of 

-

(peiraziv) 

-

drove

objective paradigm of the activities of the Spirit in the Old Testament, 
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-

the vulnerability of Jesus as he confronted Satan, thus presenting Jesus 

3.1 The Temptations

The threefold temptations are Satan’s best shot, his most persuasive pro-

 (ei) (if) employed in the statement does not necessarily convey a sense 
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-

that nothing could satisfy- not bread, riches, nor any physical comfort, 
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-

-
sness of his superhuman ability, a test for him to prove the faithfulness of 

of the intellectual desire and comes in the delicate guise of presumptuous 

The temptation is closely related to the taunting of onlookers during his 

the sign of Jonah, the sign of one rising from the belly of the earth, not 

-
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-

-

Rather than referring to a geographical location, the kingdom here depicts 

the legitimate heir to creation in Eden, the right appears to belong to him 

-

-
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o  The temptation had once 

the restoration of the peaceful relationship and paradisal harmony before 

The theological interpretation of Jesus’ temptations centres on his humanity 

It highlights the moral trials com-

by his victory, he provided a model of faithful obedience and submission 

-

-

common th
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-

5 Implications of Jesus’ Temptations Narrative for 
Christianity Today 

The lessons for today’s Christianity from the temptation of Jesus are 

of God in contrast to the disobedience and rebellion of Israel in the 
-
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Luke made a substantial presentation of Jesus as the second Adam, the 

-

perfection forms the basis of our eternal redemption and his position as 

The Psalmist 

The hallmark of temptation 
is that it subtly presents a course of action that initially seems alluring 

-

and it is only through the 
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Conclusion 

second temptation manipulates scripture to prioritize human interest over 

Jesus’ temptations hold a promise for human living and its daily moral 

a poignant reminder of human vulnerability and the imperative of constant 
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