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O tempo é superior ao espaço: o princípio das mudanças sociais e eclesiais, no 
magistério de Francisco
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“Time is the messenger of God” (EG, n. 171)

ABSTRACT: The present article examines the four guiding principles of the social 
dimension of evangelization, in particular the promotion of the common good and 
social peace, according to the teaching of Pope Francis contained in his Apostolic 
Exhortation Evangelii Gaudium: a) Time is greater than space; b) Unity prevails over 

have even used them indiscriminately and ambiguously. Based on insights into 

principles present for social life and for the proclamation of the Gospel, dialogue 
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Evangelii Gaudium: a) O tempo é superior ao espaço; b) A unidade prevalece 

anúncio do Evangelho, o diálogo entre os povos e a paz mundial. 

Introduction

Pope Francis, in his Apostolic Exhortation Evangelii Gaudium (EG), sur
prised many readers by listing four principles capable of promoting the 

c
to some, abstract to others, and at the extreme, far from a theological, 
biblical, and sapiential perspective. They are: a) Time is greater than 

. Woven from dualities 

clear distinction of importance and prevalence, they take on the sense 
of guiding principles, applied by Francis to the scope of social action. 
More than dualities, in fact, each principle is inhabited by a dynamic 

on time, to deepen the understanding of the four principles by placing 
them in the context of the “social dimension of Evangelization”. There

approach is not reduced to presenting or summarizing Francis’ exposition, 

ding this last topic, the inspiring sources of Francis’ original thinking 

1 I 

principles or polarities, namely the French philosopher Gaston Fessard 
and the German theologian and philosopher Romano Guardini. Also, the 
Uruguayan polymath Alberto Methol Ferré, the Argentine philosopher 

1
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young Bergoglio, indirectly, in the expositions of Father Miguel Ángel 

dialogue and discernment. Note the contemporary character of the au

academic training took place after the Second Vatican Council, the mo

Guardini. Bergoglio did not hesitate to face this challenge.

Polarity: Essays on a Philosophy of the Living Concrete by Romano 

found in Evangelii Gaudium, predates the papal election of Cardinal Ber
goglio, as seen in his 2010 speech Hacia Un Bicentenario
facing a thought that has been developed and tested throughout decades of 
studies, dialogues, and pastoral practice. The study of the sources, therefo
re, helps the scholar of Francis’ magisterium to approach the hermeneutic 
horizon of the Bishop of Rome and to understand the challenge that he 

the Joy of the Gospel. 
interpretations given to the theme, but the fact is that they practically do 
not exist. The authors I have consulted so far value the principles, present 
them faithfully to the Pope’s text, apply them to various circumstances, but 
do not clarify or interpret them2. This leads to more or less correct applica

2
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e Francis of departing from the tradition and 

of the language that surrounds the magisterium of the current Pope, and do 
not realize the sapiential depth of his teaching3. Even Juan Carlos Scannone, 

second,” that is, of time over space (SCANNONE, 2017, p. 177). And, in 

airs of Scripture and the sapiential tradition can be found in the context 
Evangelii Gaudium

The Joy of the Gospel, Francis gives it the subtitle “on the proclamation of 

, but of 
proclaiming the Gospel

Evangelii Gaudium, 

authentically at the crossroads of life; but, above all, it must be announced 

a theological gift, grace, or miracle, but only to the extent necessary to 

public space or society. Therefore, the liberal and individualistic thesis 
rivacy” or the “heart” as the only 

3 A summary and example can be found in MEIATTINI, 2016.
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The verb prescribe, used here, is fundamental. Indeed, one of the forms of 

alistic character that religious belief assumes in various slices of society. 
not of law

to the sacred temple of their consciences, only there to profess religious 

religions are becoming increasingly public in today’s democratic social 
contexts. The norm proclaimed by Francis is clear in this sense: 

our passage on the earth (EG, n. 183).

to remove from the public sphere any critical instance that leads to the 

of religious traditions. It is precisely in the defense of these values that 
the Christian churches have increasingly stood out in recent decades. Just 
think of the movements in defense of human rights, indigenous peoples, 

4. That brings 

 

The Catholic Church, in a process that has already spanned more than a 

plurality of values, and the value of personal conscience, in any cultural 
context. Therefore, it makes no sense in our day to dream of a Church 
that is a state religion, as in the case of the Anglican Church, or of the

respectable examples, are not sources of inspiration for the contemporary 

list society. And, it is in this context that the Gospel must be proclaimed. 

not apply, therefore, to traditional and ancestral cultures, present, for 

4

1994 and 2019.
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enunciated by Francis help? Placed in the context of the “social dimen
sion of evangelization”, they are fundamental for an announcement that 
is audible and understandable to contemporary citizens. Also, they are 
at the same time the guide to the form and pace that this evangelization 
needs to take, as The Joy of the Gospel tells us:

priority to time. (...) Giving priority to time is about starting processes, more than 
having spaces. (...) Time governs spaces, illuminates them, and transforms them 

1 The social dimension of evangelization

going cultural process in modernity. Evangelization has been said to be 

social dimension? Yes, “Kerygma has inescapably social content: at the heart 
of the Gospel is community life and commitment to others. The content 

is charity” (EG, n. 177).

but of the structure of the Kerygma 

” of the Gospel. The Jesuit pope recalls, in his titles, one of the central 

Loyola, in his Spiritual Exercises
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meaning of life a

faith (encounter), hope (meaning) and charity (strength). Faith in God and 
neighbor, hope in God and neighbor, love for God and neighbor. Inseparable 

throughout human history and that, today, takes on an especially painful 

of human dignity. Desolation, loneliness, abandonment are realities that 
challenge the proclamation of the Gospel, as understood above. Charity, 
the bond of social friendship and, above all, love for the abandoned are 

ty is communion, relationship, appreciation, responsibility, reciprocity. 

Gospels speaks thus to our hearts: “Learn to share and thus enter into a 

Each generation has the mission of generating “people”, that is, “a culture 

in a long historical process. Only as “people”, in Francis’ semantics, does 

humanity (SCANNONE, 2016). For example, the people of Israel, in the 
time of the prophets, understood their meaning and mission among the 

(VOEGELIN, 2014, Part 4: “Moses and the Prophets”). Such a mission is the 
result of a long process and road. The social dimension of Evangelization 
is this process and long road. In order to go through it and accomplish 

These are principles that spring from the social doctrine of the Church, 
Kerygma and 
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2 Time is greater than space: the changing social dimension

 is the foundation of the others: the intuition of time. 

The Polarity: essay of a philosophy of the concrete living, one of the texts 

sion of evangelization and the four principles. In the introduction to the 
French edition of The Polarity

Being and Time
after the publication of The Polarity. 
In any case, the presence of a philosophy of life, exposed in duration, is 

Bergson’s book The Creative Evolution, published in 1907, 
pages of chapter II of The Polarity. The convergences are impactful. Fran

gone through a long search for correct understanding and action in his 
ministry as a Jesuit priest and bishop of Buenos Aires, before his election 
as bishop of Rome. This is the philosophical and theological horizon that 

another, only a number of minutes – sixty – that is repeated and added 

is continuous and indivisible, it passes and cannot be repeated. In it, 

example, does not have the same psychological duration as an hour of 

 temporal dimension of 



691Perspect. Teol., Belo Horizonte, v. 54, n. 3, p. 683-701, Set./Dez. 2022 

unity, as in the case of personal existence, or in the history of a people. 
For one person, to exist is to pass and to realize oneself, to be enriched 

ipseity 

shape the identity of every nation.

everything to calculation and predictability, dominance and manipula
tion, production and consumption. It seems to them that the creative 

necessary order. Yet, in reality, all they can do is create irreconcilable 

societies that accept “time” as a reality greater than the limitation of 
“space” are called open societies5. 

are deleterious: “Giving priority to space leads to the madness of having 

Kasper summarizes the problem clearly, especially regarding the clergy, 

5

and Generating an Open World”.
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doctrinal or disciplinary security, authoritarian elite consciousness, or 
socially splendorous lifestyle” (KASPER, 2015, p. 105). On the contrary, 
“prioritizing time means engaging in processes rather than having spaces” 

The Joy of the Gospel in 
political, institutional speeches, or homilies, understand its transformati

in spaces of command, rigidly hierarchical from head to toe, from bishops 

should not be the ultimate criterion of the common good and peace in 

our hearts to the other, interrupting the paths of dialogue, in the silence 

and end. The poles, interrupted by the intervention of the contradiction 
in reality, usually imply the exclusion and domination or even the remo
val and elimination of the other. The organization of space for life and 

acting that transposes the limits of a merely conceptual logic to propose 
an authentic logic of the concrete and vital reality, as the philosopher 
Maurice Blondel had proposed in his text Elementary principle of a logic of 
moral life

To live temporally is not to postpone solutions, nor is to foresee and control 

temporally is to inaugurate solutions and participate in them, in duration, 

understand that our actions are part of processes, that they are formed 
by multiple forces in interaction, that the interactions of forces modify 

it does not intend to reduce multiplicity to a unit of stationary position, 
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process.
people and societies, the priority of time opens historical and consistent 

not

important ones, as an example.

This is the case of democracies processes of government and of 
decision-making

today. Thinking and living in duration, according to the priority of time, 

and actively participating in it. But there are other and even broader 
paths opened recently. Let us think for a moment about the defense of 
human dignity. It is a process of coexistence

turn everything into a space of domination. This challenge summons all 

be considered that the process of socio-environmental integration, as a planetary 
ecological consciousness

coexistence, of authentic rootedness in the rhythms of dear Earth, as Francis 
Laudato Si’ (LS). 

The drama of a policy focused on immediate results, supported (...) by consu

process of knowledge
ideals of service to life and human liberation from the natural yoke. By 

science 
and technology today stand as a challenge to freedom and reason, because 

limitations, the meaning of human existence in society. At most and at 
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technology, in the midst of a process of growing responsibility.

is greater than space, guided by pastoral discernment. Important steps, 

publication of the Joy of the Gospel. The principle of the superiority of time 
illuminates important statements in the apostolic exhortation Amoris laetitia 

as the best response that pilgrims of love should give at this moment in 

The Joy of Love, “remembering 

and pastoral discussions need to be resolved by magisterial interventions” 
making use of 

(FT, n. 77)6. 

3 Unity, reality and the whole

already be enough to understand the perspective adopted by Francis, in 

must contribute to the transformation of societies and the generation of 

6
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Church’s action. It should be noted that abstract readings of the principles, 

explanations and applications, run the risk of emptying them (PASSOS, 
7. Still, in this sense, the complete and articulated exposition, 

making time the guiding thread of the four principles, seems to me to 
Hacia 

Un Bicentenario, the then Cardinal Bergoglio orders the principles into 3 

the principles from their procedural and, therefore, temporal dimension.

sociality, on the other hand. If humans can enter into agreements, there 

and note that reality is a temporal process, that is, the changing unity of 

interpreted as opportunities, so to speak, to rearrange unity in society. A 

of human relationships leads, in practice, to considering that the solution 
can only be imposed by force, by the policies of hegemony and domi

cause it fractures the people and preaches polarization that is destructive, 

multiplicity yields, therefore, to the temptation of the static and uniform 

hopeful future, especially for the marginal youth of societies, deprived from 

in love and friendship, seen as a path of discernment and the blossoming 
of freedom, is the main challenge of relational life. 

7

(2019).
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but realized in them the opportunity to propose higher ideals, capable of 

dangers that arise every day. As a result, all kinds of creative processes 
are denied. The action is guided by strategies of territorial domination and 

temporal unit is assumed do “the tensions and opposites reach a multiform 

the only one capable of keeping all the virtualities in play, so that they all 
contribute to the ongoing social processes. Interesting applications of this 
principle, in the sense of a relational and harmonious unity, are found in 

spiritual life on the horizon of aesthetics and concludes “that the meaning 

It is necessary, therefore, to put aside preconceived ideas and probe re
ality in its vital and spiritual depth, according to the movement of the 

the reality, in this sense, is more important than the idea, as the third 

simply is, the idea elaborates itself” (EG, n. 231). Reality surrounds us, 

of being. The risk of thinking “detached” from reality leads to the gene
ration of ideologies, formalisms, angelisms, violent impositions that are 

more than the part and more than the mere sum of the parts (...). It is 

rocess, history, being 
captured in the originality of its movement, rhythm and singularity. It 
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can be an image of God. The part can only remain part, closing itself to 

It is necessary to sink our roots into the fertile soil and history of our place, 

lopment (EG, n. 235). 

It is understood that Francis declares his preference for the image of the 

irregular one, does not have the homogeneous properties of the sphere in 

symbolize the irregularity of people and real situations. This sensitivity as a 

supposed moral – Pelagian, or intellectual – Gnostic, elite (FRANCIS, 2015). 

sense one can and must speak of the vision of totality, inherent in the Gos
pel. The path does not correspond to the homogenization of all, but to the 

until it is proclaimed to all, until it fecundates and heals all the dimensions 

than the part” (EG, n. 237). It is, therefore, a totality of gift, a universality of 

Conclusion

The temporal perspective opens the community to dialogue, as a common 
search for recognition and consent in society. The duration of the proces
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ses, t

constant dialogues. This perspective, inaugurated in the 2013 Apostolic 

path to the blossoming of open societies. It deserves a separate study, that 

 First, it 
should be noted that dialogues are opened in essence. Dialoguing is not, 

intention of moving an assembly or interlocutor in a certain direction; and 

truth and, sometimes, even condemn their interlocutors to the perpetual 

unites in particular situations, have their place in social life because of the 

dialogue, time as a process, living reality, the unity of multiplicity and 

to its fullest intensity in the surprise and revolution of the beatitude of 

that this ideal of dialogue is not far from us. It takes place in many areas 

Thus, for example, in the public sphere, formed by society, the State, and 

understanding of the mystery of faith shared among Christian churches 
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safeguarding and promotion of the values of the various religions bear 

the face of the symbolic richness of the most diverse beliefs. In all spheres, 

that can only be humanly faced in fraternal communion.

can change the dynamics of the Catholic Church, leading it to “take on the 
possible processes and the long road” (EG, n. 225), to live in the insecurity 
of time, in pilgrimage and departure, in openness and encounter. If this 

the promotion of synodality, in community life forms and in the grateful 

more transparent to the mystery must come about, transparent as a “sour

Acronyms

AL = Amoris Laetitia

EG = Evangelii Gaudium.

FT = 

LS = Laudato Si’

References

BERGOGLIO, J. M. Hacia un Bicentenario en Justicia y Solidaridad 2010-2016: nosotros 
como Ciudadanos, nosotros como Pueblo. Speech of 2010. Available at: 

. Accessed on: Mar. 09, 2022.

Les deux sources de la morale et de la religion. Paris: PUF, 2008. 
(Quadrige). 

L ‘Évolution Créatrice. Paris: PUF, 2007. (Quadrige). 

BLONDEL, M. Oeuvres complètes II: 
moderniste. 

Jorge Mario Bergoglio: 
2017.

BRUAIRE, C. O ser e o espírito. 



700 Perspect. Teol., Belo Horizonte, v. 54, n. 3, p. 683-701, Set./Dez. 2022 

CASANOVA, J. Global religions and secular dynamics: the modern system of classi

CASANOVA, J. Public religions in the modern world. Chicago/London: The University 
of Chicago Press, 1994.

CASULA, L. Rostos, gesto e lugares: 
CNBB, 2018. v. 2. (A Teologia do Papa Francisco). 

CODA, P. A Igreja é o Evangelho: 

FRANCIS, Pope. Evangelii Gaudium: 

FRANCIS, Pope. Laudato Si’: 

FRANCIS, Pope. Visita Pastoral do Papa Francisco a Prato e Florença (10/11/2015). 
 

. Accessed on Mar. 
09, 2022.

FRANCIS, Pope. Amoris Laetitia: 

FRANCIS, Pope

FUMAGALLI, A. Caminhar no amor: 

GALLI, C. M. Cristo, Maria, a Igreja e os povos: A mariologia do Papa Francisco. 

GUARDINI, R. La polarité: essai d’une philosophie du vivant concret. Paris: Cerf, 
2010. (“La Nuit Surveillée”).

KASPER, W. El papa Francisco Revolución de la ternura y el amor: 
y perspectivas pastorales. Sal Terrae, 2015.

LOYOLA, I. Ejercicios Espirituales de San Ignacio de Loyola. Maliaño: Sal Terrae, 2017.

MEIATTINI, G. Os quatro princípios do Papa Francisco: o debate continua (2016). 
Available at: 

. Accessed on: mar. 09, 2022.

MIRANDA, M. A reforma de Francisco: 
nas, 2017. 

PASSOS, J. Teologia de Francisco: 

PERRONI, M. Querigma e profecia: 
BB, 2019. v. 9. (A Teologia do Papa Francisco). 

Síntese



701Perspect. Teol., Belo Horizonte, v. 54, n. 3, p. 683-701, Set./Dez. 2022 

principi. Applicazioni Pratiche per L’oggi. In: MANDREOLI, F. La Teologia di Papa 
Francesco: fonti, medodo, orizzonte e conseguenze. Bologna: Edizioni Dehoniane 

REPOLE, R. O sonho de uma Igreja evangélica: A eclesiologia do Papa Francisco. 

RUPNIK, M. Segundo o Espírito: 

cisco. Stromata. 

SCANNONE, J. C. Il Vangelo Della Misericordia nello spirito di discernimento: l’etica 

SCANNONE, J. C. La teología del pueblo: 
drid: Sal Terrae, 2016.

SUESS, P. Dicionário da Evangelii Gaudium: 

SUESS, P. Dicionário da Laudato Si’: 

Paulus, 2017.

TERRAZAS, S. M. “ O ecumenismo do Papa 

Cadernos Brasileiros, n. 46, p. 17–22, 
abr. 1968.

VOEGELIN, E. Ordem e História I: 

WERBICK, J. A fraqueza de Deus pelo homem: 

Álvaro Mendonça Pimentel SJ is a PhD in Philosophy from the Federal University of Minas 
Gerais (UFMG), full professor at the Jesuit Faculty of Philosophy and Theology (FAJE), 
founding member of the Brazilian Association of Philosophy of Religion (ABFR) and Col

Address:


