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Introduction

T
in co
call for “pastoral conversion” this pope “from the ends of the earth” has 

and pastoral/theological change rooted in the approaches to evangelization 

practice of discernment (DECK Evangelii Gaudium

suited to the contemporary challenge of building bridges as the Church 

to step back and assess at least one important source and milestone in 

points out, the reception of Vatican II by the Church in Latin America 
-

-

Francis to that country and the canonization of Franciscan missionary 
and founder of California Junípero Serra highlighted the profound roots 

PALAVRAS-CHAVE: Encuentro
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 This remarkable development suggests the need to 

age of Hispanic Catholicism in the “land of the free and the home of the 
brave,” as Pope Francis, citing its national anthem, referred to the United 

Several of the points made in this article are developed further in a forth-

up in various circumstances by leaders and organizations for half a century 

and emblematic source that called forth an entire generation of Hispanic/
encuentro 

been papal nuncio in Colombia and had been involved in the inaugural 
activities of CELAM (  The urgency of calling this meet-

-
geably as is the practice among many scholars in referring to people of Hispanic or Latin 

-
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-

called the Papal Volunteers for Apostolic Collaboration in Latin America 

asked to dedicate ten percent of their personnel and other resources to 

personnel from the United States” in Latin America (

one of the principal conduits for information regarding Latin American 

-

 Tom 
Quigley rightly points out that the decade of CICOP gatherings from 
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as this short list of participating luminaries demonstrates: prelates Helder 

-

p  

2 Symbiotic Relationships with Latin America

-

missionaries contributed to the birth of an organized Hispanic ministry 

2.1 The Encuentros as Catalytic Forces 

encuentro

Encuentros, 
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sponsored by the highest ecclesial authorities of the region, have implanted 

of Aparecida and later Pope Francis in Evangelii Gaudium call “pastoral 

a national gathering of thousands of select lay delegates in the Fall of 
encuentro 

an energetic group of Hispanics arose for service in Church and society, 
-

Encuentros: “Liberation theology and 

for the poor and a pastoral de conjunto

By pastoral de conjunto Medellín raised up an idea that continues to in-

Pastoral de conjunto refers to coordinated 

and relations (more horizontal than vertical) among the various units or 
cohorts of the faithful and their leaders, cler

2.2 The Hispanic Presence: Historical Developments

American founders of the United States arose almost one hundred years 

-

 synergistic incen-

ute the more dynamic, nu-
merous, and youthful cohort of the Church in the United States and have 
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-

Latin America on the part of North Americans as never before (DECK, 

-

supporters of the Second Vatican Council, especially its commitment 
HOINACKI MITCHAM, 

Vatican II and Medellín (DÍAZ-STEVENS

of Medellín (SANDOVAL Id.,
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-
migrant to the United States, a devoted layman by the name of Mario 

encuentros. 

processes (PAREDES  encuentros 
-

Latino pastoral and social programs and leadership in dioceses and regions 

Since 

-

American Cultural Center (MACC) in San Antonio, The Northeast Hispanic 

SANDOVAL, 

American counterparts such as the Instituto Pastoral Latinoamericano 

training to serve in ministries in the most populated Hispanic areas of the 

throughout the United States and the 
incorporated into pastoral planning nationally, regionally and sometimes 
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movements such as the Cursillo de Cristiandad, the Christian Family Mo-

SAN-
DOVAL

In these years a number of pastoral and theological leaders and teachers, 

-
ring and endearing source of inspiration in both pastoral and theological 

-

-

Hispanic Catholic communities (MATOVINA ,

Gaudium 

-

been colleagues of the Hispanic/ Catholic theologians for decades, and great admirers of 
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et Spes and Medellín

Antoncich regularly taught in the Southeast Pastoral Institute in Miami, at 

-
fornia area, at SEPI in Miami, Florida, and in several other urban centers 

emerging reality of base communities and other ecclesiological and pastoral 
developments ( )

2.3 Faith-Based Community Organizations 

While the emergence in the United States of vigorous community orga-

not events in Latin America, it can be argued that Medellín represents a 

and cultural status quo. , the surprising developments in Latin 

and created a supportive climate for pursuing the agenda of Catholic Social 

an impact upon social and ecclesial movements, one must mention the 
contribution that grass-roots community organizing in the tradition of Saul 

de facto instrument for the rise and endurance 

underserved poor, especially blacks and Hispanics/Latinos in many urban 
 Medellí

organized under the Department of Justice, Peace, and Human Development of the United 
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contributed to the rise of church-based, grass-roots political movements 
in the United States (WOOD FULTON

-

community organizations have been singled out by Pope Francis throu-

2.4 U.S. Hispanic/Latino Theology

theology Orlando Espín notes that “there is the evident impact of such 

Medellín Conference, and laid the foundations for Liberation Theology 
Teología 

de la Liberación: Perspectivas

struggles (ESPÍN

popular Catholicism as a privileged methodological, epistemological, and 

ESPÍN

-
no theology can be traced to the period of Vatican II and the Medellín 
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observed in her analysis of the emergence of Hispanic ecclesial leadership 
in the United States that “at Medellin, the anthropocentric emphasis of 

the responsibility of human beings to transform their situation took center 

Virgilio E

Encuentros

Elizondo encouraged everyone he met to get involved in service and le-

States (ACHTUS) (DECK

States, producing original monographic studies on many areas of theological 

, Catholic Social Teaching, 
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Conclusion

Encuentro is the most recent manifestation in the United States of the 

-

the poor is the 
pastoral de conjunto has been 

st

Deacons have formed a national association as have lay ecclesial ministers 

-
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