
WHAT IS THE PRESENT IN BERGSON’S THOUGHT? *

-

, 

 Present. Duration. Pure perception. Déjà Vu. Deleuze.

 O conceito de presente de Bergson é altamente enigmático. Por um 

acordo com esse mesmo senso comum. Por outro lado, no entanto, porque ele 

Matéria e Memória, ele assume a percepção pura e escreve como se fosse possível 
perceber no presente sem duração. Deleuze sugere que esse problema pode ser 
resolvido por uma interpretação metafísica do fenômeno do déjà vu que Bergson 

artigo, gostaria de discutir essas questões complicadas, mas cruciais.

 Presente. Duração. Percepção Pura. Déjà Vu. Deleuze.
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1. How Bergson depicts the present
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 and is also 
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same credentials

 pure perception, 

-
sub specie durationes4

 

recognition

mémoire 
pure image-souvenir

presentation of pure memory as image
present

always remains in a virtual state 

only exists when this pure past intersects with 
the plane of the present

-
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Matière et mémoire



  

made present

, 
contraction and relaxation of duration 

itself

memory and the past

-

-

how is the past related to perception, and 
how does the past come to exist? -

-

is not addressed in 

2. Various attitudes of questioning the present
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cross-section of duration, its 

only 
the methodological entry-point
is not important in itself On the other hand, both perception and turning-into-
-an- image take place in the plane of the present

point of intersection itself 

in Cinema 2: The Time-Image
indiscernabilité

10

past, but simultaneously both
crystal-image in Cinema 2: The Time-Image, 
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souvenir, mémoire
passé
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Essay 
because 

this past is inevitably related to perception

is not merely a de jure issue of pure perception or methodo-
logical entry-point for solving the mind-body problem  Rather, it is necessary for 

indiscernibility required for this, that is, the “leap” from the past to the present?

Mind-energy

3. The splitting of time called déjà vu and memory in 

in a non-negative way

-
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simultaneous and out-of-equilibrium occurrence of the present and 
past12

-

 
, the bifurcation into the past is immediately experienced as taking place 

in the present
 the present is something that immediately 

disappears

13

-

12 Énergie spirituelle, 
13 Ibid
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state of 

normal 
states

and Memory
normally proceed 

the present is pulled into the past
Cinema -

the present and past arise simultaneously and bifurcate as in opposing 

than a faintly disappearing existence14

-

Conclusion: What is the present for Bergson?

-
The 

present, described as pure perception or recognition, only has existence 

14 Cinema 2: Image-temps  
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-

-
 there has to be a relation between the 

the plane of the present is necessary

It is 

, nor 

-

a peculiar metaphysics which, in an inversion of common-

“shadow” of the past
-

eternal recurrence
Cinema

 Énergie spirituelle, 



  

contraction of duration, 

crystal image

de 
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